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Overview of Fire Hydrants





Different Types of Fire Hydrants

Above Ground Fire Hydrant

Under Ground 
Fire Hydrant

Internal Fire 
Hydrants

Outlets



Fire Hydrant Water Reticulation



Fire Hydrant Water Reticulation



Fire Hydrant Maintenance in the City of Tshwane

Access restrictions

Location mapping
Pressure and flow testing

Visibility

Maintenance (above ground)





Fire Hydrant Inspections



Key Challenges

Illegal Connections

Unauthorized taps reduce water 

pressure. This impacts firefighting 

capability. Public awareness 

campaigns are crucial.

Not Visible and 
Obstructed

Vegetation, debris, or vehicles 

obstruct hydrants. This delays 

emergency access. Regular clearing 

is essential.

Below Ground Debris

Underground hydrants collect debris. This affects water flow and operation. 

Routine cleaning is necessary.



Insurers Considerations

Ensure Visibility and Accessibility
Inadequate visibility and accessibility of fire hydrants can lead to delays in incident response and increased 
damage in emergencies. Insurance policies could account for hydrant visibility to enhance safety, minimize 
claims, and ensure quicker access for emergency services during critical situations.

Regular Inspections and Testing
Regular inspections and testing of fire hydrants ensure they are operational and meet safety standards. This proactive 
approach prevents malfunctions during emergencies, enhances public safety, and ultimately reduces insurance claims 
related to fire damage. Consistent maintenance is crucial for community resilience and effective emergency response.

Common Repairs and Upgrades
Regular annual maintenance of fire hydrants is crucial to identify and perform common repairs, such as fixing leaks and 
replacing damaged valve components. Upgrades may include installing modern features that enhance functionality and 
reliability, ensuring effective response during emergencies.

Collaboration with local fire department
Collaborating with local fire departments enhances annual maintenance by ensuring that fire hydrants are regularly tested, repaired, 
and maintained. This partnership facilitates timely inspections and promotes comprehensive training, ultimately improving response 
times and the overall efficacy of fire services.





THANK YOU 

We Prevent– We Prepare – We Respond – We Make Life Safer 
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